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CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART SELECTS 
RAFAEL VINOLY TO DESIGN MAJOR EXPANSION 

• Celebrated architect's work spans globe 

• Expansion to add space for renowned collection 

• Public forum with Vinoly set for Oct. 13 

CLEVELAND (Sept. 11, 2001) The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announced today that it has 
selected internationally renowned architect Rafael Vinoly as the designer for its first major expansion in 
more than 30 years. The project will add approximately 102,000 square feet of new space while 
renovating and integrating the four existing buildings to create a unified facility of 491,000 square feet. 

An architect with offices in New York, London, and Buenos Aires, Vinoly has created elegant, 
innovative, and critically acclaimed designs for a series of important civic projects, performing arts 
centers, educational facilities, and museums. His design for the CMA will allow for a reorientation of the 
museum's world-famous collection, including its superb holdings of Asian art and a growing number of 
contemporary acquisitions. The design phase will begin immediately and continue through the end of 
2003 with a projected groundbreaking in the summer of 2004. 

“Rafael Vinoly is uniquely qualified to address our expansion and renovation needs," said Michael J. 
Horvitz, CMA president. "The CMA is an educational institution, a performing arts center, and a space 
where hundreds of thousands of people come from all comers of the globe to enjoy our art collection 
and other programs. Vinoly has created many marvelous spaces with the same underlying needs, and 
he has done so with originality that transcends the fashion of the time. We are confident that his work 
for CMA will celebrate our renowned collection of art while transforming our visitors' experience." 
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Vinoly responded to the selection by saying: "This is an honor and a thrilling opportunity just to be 
working with the people at the Cleveland Museum of Art with its outstanding collection. Nothing could 
be more exciting for me than to design the kind of world-class facility that this collection deserves." 

Among Viholy's many distinguished designs are: 

• Tokyo International Forum (1996); 

• Palmer Memorial Stadium, Princeton University (1998); 

• Samsung Cultural and Education Center, Seoul (1999); 

• The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Philadelphia (opening in December 2001) 

• David L. Lawrence Convention Center, Pittsburgh (1st Phase, January 2002); 

• Boston Convention & Exhibition Center (2003); and 

• Frederick P. Rose Hall, the new home of Jazz at Lincoln Center, New York (2004). 

Museum projects include the Queens Museum in New York (1994), the Fortabat Museum in Buenos 
Aires (2001), and Duke University's Nasher Museum of Art (opening 2002). Among his numerous 
designs for educational institutions is the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, being built 
opposite Frank Lloyd Wright's famed Robie House. 

"Rafael has clearly demonstrated a special gift for the challenge that lies ahead," said Katharine Lee 
Reid, CMA director. "We are confident that his designs will not only solve our many facility and visitor 
amenities needs, but will also unify new spaces with our older buildings. I am thrilled with our choice 
and all of the creative possibilities Rafael brings to this historic project." 

A Public Process 

Reid said the CMA will continue to involve the public in the design of its new facility. A public forum 
with Vinoly will be held at the museum Oct. 13 from 9 a.m. to noon. "We want to give the people of our 
community the opportunity to know our architect, and our architect the opportunity to know our 
community." Admission to this forum is free, but a ticket is required. Contact the CMA Ticket Center at 
(216) 421-7350; outside the Cleveland area call 1-888-CMA-0033. 

The CMA Board of Trustees unanimously selected Vinoly at the recommendation of its Architect 
Selection Committee, chaired by James T. Bartlett. 
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"The first list of architects included 63 names recommended by the community and our consultant," 
said Bartlett. "The list was narrowed first to 43 names, and then to six finalists. Extensive visits to over 
40 buildings, and to architects' offices, and extensive individual and group meetings ensued. When it 
came down to decision-making time, everyone on the committee came to the same conclusion — Rafael 
Viholy." 

In addition to Horvitz, Reid, and Bartlett, the committee consisted of Charles P. Bolton, George Gund III, 
Anne Hollis Ireland, Ellen Stirn Mavec; the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr.; Donna S. Reid; Elliott L. Schlang; 
former CMA President Michael Sherwin; and CMA staff representatives Jeffrey Strean and Diane De 
Grazia. William Lacy, FAIA, served as professional advisor. 

The Master Plan 

The selection of Viholy follows a strategic planning process begun by the CMA in 1995. The Facilities 
Master Plan, released in 1999, recommended a total increase in space of about 102,000 square feet from 
the present 389,000 square feet. The estimated cost for the expansion and renovation at that time was 
$170 million. 

The comprehensive assessment of the museum buildings was conducted by the New York architecture 
and urban design firm of Cooper, Robertson & Partners. It included input from community leaders, the 
museum's constituencies, and staff. Specialists examined present structures from mechanical systems 
and exhibition galleries to public circulation patterns, staff work areas, and public accommodations, The 
overall objective was to advance the museum's collections, and educational and visitor-centered 
mission. 

As part of the program, renovation of the exterior of the museum's landmark 1916 building and terrace 
has been underway. Related landscaping around that building will be completed by next summer. 

Members of the public who wish to comment or inquire about the museum's Facilities Master Plan or 
architect selection process may do so by contacting the CMA at architect@cma-oh.org or by visiting 

www.clevelandart.org . 

About Rafael Vinely 

Born in Montevideo, Uruguay, Rafael Viholy spent his early years there and in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where his father was the artistic director of the Sodre Opera Theatre and a noted filmmaker. A serious 
student of the piano, Mr. Viholy considered a professional career in music before turning his attention to 
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architecture. While completing his studies at the University of Buenos Aires, he brought together five 
older colleagues to form the Estudio de Arquitectura. a firm that became one of the largest practices in 
South America. 

In 1979, he emigrated to the United States, where he founded the firm of Rafael Vinoly Architects PC in 
New York City in 1982. While serving as principal of the firm, personally overseeing all design work, he 
has also taught at institutions including Harvard University, Yale University, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Columbia University. He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, a 
member of the Japan Institute of Architects, and a member of the Sociedad Central Arquitectos, 
Argentina. 


### 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America's leading comprehensive art museums. Its permanent 
collection, built on the strength of the museum's curators, is world renowned for its quality and breadth 
sparming 5,000 years. The museum is a key international player in exhibitions, scholarship, and art 
acquisitions. 
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